
NGĀ MINITI / MINUTES HUI / MEETING TE WA / TIME 

NGĀ MANU TĀIKO MANAWATŪ DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 8 OCTOBER 2019 6.05PM 

Minutes of a meeting of Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District Council held on Tuesday 8 October 2019, 

commencing at 6.05pm in the Manawatū District Council Chambers, 135 Manchester Street, Feilding. 

KUA TAE MAI / PRESENT: Councillor Alison Short (Chairperson) 

Her Worship the Mayor 

Kipa Arapere Poupatate Marae 

Makareta Casey Kauwhata Marae 

Manurere Devonshire Taumata o te Rā Marae 

Ted Devonshire Te Au 

Kathryn Knowles Te Iwa Marae 

Wiremu Te Awe Awe Te Rangimārie Marae 

Trieste Te Awe Awe Te Rangimārie Marae 

NGĀ WHAKAPAHA / APOLOGIES: Maria Maraku-Harrison Kotuku Marae 

Amiria Arapere Parewahawaha Marae 

Oriana Paewai Aorangi Marae 

Councillor Stuart Campbell 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cr Shane Casey 

Cr Hilary Humphrey 

Cr Phil Marsh 

Dr Nic Peet Horizons Regional Council 

Jerald Twomey Horizons Regional Council 

Dr Richard Templer Chief Executive 

Frances Smorti General Manager – People and 

Culture 

Brent Limmer General Manager – Community 

and Strategy 

Rārite Mātaki Principal Adviser - Māori 

Allie Dunn Governance Team Leader 

NMT 19/279 OPENING KARAKIA 

Kipa Arapere provided a karakia tīmatanga to open the meeting. 

NMT 19/280 APOLOGIES 

RESOLVED 

That the apologies received from Oriana Paewai, Maria Maraku-Harrison, Amiria 

Arapere and Councillor Stuart Campbell be accepted.  

Moved by: Kipa Arapere 

Seconded by: Wiremu Te Awe Awe 

CARRIED 
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NMT 19/281 ITEMS OF INTEREST 

The Chairperson invited meeting attendees to share any items of interest, events or 

happenings for them over the past two months.  

Councillor Alison Short – noted the low voter turnout so far in the Council elections 

nationwide and reminded everyone that if they had not already sent in their voting 

papers, and wished to vote, to drop these into the ballot box at the Council building. 

If they were aware of anyone that had not received their voting papers, to please ask 

them to contact Allie Dunn, Deputy Electoral Officer, at Manawatū District Council.  

Wiremu Te Awe Awe– spoke about the fundraising dinner held at Rangimārie Marae 

over the weekend which had great support.   

Mayor Helen Worboys – updated members on progress with the Cactus programme.. 

She noted they had completed the second eight-week programme, with 31 out of 35 

participants graduating. They looked forward to running another base course early in 

2020.  

Richard Templer – spoke about the World of Wearable Arts show he attended in 

Wellington over the weekend, and the moving introduction to the New Zealand and 

Pasifika themed section that merged karakia with the Muslim call to prayer, with 

lighting used as prayer mats, and performers on stage supporting the Muslim people.  

NMT 19/282 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 

NMT 19/283 NOTIFICATION OF LATE ITEMS 

One item of late business was notified for inclusion on the agenda: 

Update on PFAS Contamination at Ohakea Airbase – Dr Richard Templer 

NMT 19/284 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RESOLVED 

That the minutes of Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District Council meeting held on 13 

August 2019 be adopted as a true and correct record. 

Moved by: Makareta Casey 

Seconded by: Wiremu Te Awe Awe 

CARRIED 

NMT 19/285 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
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NMT 19/286 PRESENTATION – FRESHWATER MANAGEMENT 

Dr Nic Peet, Group Manager Strategy and Regulation at Horizons Regional Council, 

updated the committee on the Government’s changes for freshwater regulation that 

proposed higher standards, monitoring, timeframes and increased regulatory 

functions. 

He talked through some of what the government is proposing and invited questions. 

He spoke about the nature of the proposals broadly, the impacts for freshwater 

management particularly for Māori, consequences that might arise for Māori owned 

whenua in this part of the world and gave an outline of Horizons Regional Council’s 

intention to look for a joint management approach for the Manawatū in particular.  

The current proposal from the Government is a package called “Essential 

Freshwater.” He noted that when the Government looks to put central policy in place 

it has two mechanisms available under the Resource Management Act. The first 

instrument is a national policy statement that tells Councils what they have to do. 

The second instrument is a national environmental standard. This is where 

government can tell individuals, councils or businesses what they must do to reach 

certain environmental standards. Both of these instruments are contained in the 

Essential Freshwater package. The aim of this package is to halt a decline in the 

quality of water in New Zealand.  

The question of concern is how we get there, the speed at which this is done, and the 

impacts of this.  

He talked about the prominence that has been given to Te Mana o Te Wai in the 

proposals and noted that Councils will have to uphold principles enshrined under 

this.  Proposals are also included for the supply of clean drinking water, and decisions 

about water availability for agriculture and industry.  

He understands there was widespread support for the concept of Te Mana o Te Wai. 

Where it gets complicated is that the rules are very regulatory.  The concern for 

Horizons Regional Council is the scale and size of the regulation instead of incentives 

to plant or fence waterways.  

The only way to fund this work would be straight from ratepayers and landowners so 

it could involve significant rate increases.  

He noted that as a Council they had been working to try and find a governance 

arrangement for the Manawatū awa that would be a joint arrangement between the 

Council and iwi. He said that some proposals were being tabled and talked through 

with the multiple iwi interests across the catchment. This would take time for all 

parties to work through processes and work out jointly what they wished to do.  

The Government was suggesting that as a Regional Council they would be required to 

write a new regional plan by 2023 and have that go through a formal government 

process by 2025.  

He then spoke about the process they had been undertaking on learning how to 

better engage with communities. They were concerned that given the timeframe of 

2023 for completing a new regional plan for a region this size, this would 

88



NGĀ MINITI / MINUTES HUI / MEETING TE WA / TIME 

NGĀ MANU TĀIKO MANAWATŪ DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 8 OCTOBER 2019 6.05PM 

compromise the ability to have true engagement with tangata whenua and 

communities.  

The government package was also trying to control the intensification of land use, 

but had not dealt with rights and interests of water before that, and he was 

concerned that this could put iwi in a difficult position as it would disproportionately 

affect Māori who had not yet had the opportunity to intensify land use.  

He noted that other parts of the package were sensible, for example getting stock 

out of water ways.  

The Government were out for consultation on their proposals at the moment and he 

was interested about engagement by government with treaty partners.  He was 

concerned that although it was good to see the government focusing on water as 

there were issues that needed working on, the timeframes in the proposal did not 

take account of local relationships.  

NMT 19/287 UPDATE FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE ON PFAS 

Chief Executive Richard Templer gave a presentation about the PFAS contamination 

from Ohakea Airbase and the report from New Zealand Defence Force that was 

recently released.  The presentation included a diagram of the spread of the 

contamination.  

NMT 19/288 PRESENTATION - PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ON CULTURAL 

UNDERSTANDING 

Update from General Manager – People and Culture, Frances Smorti and Principal 

Adviser – Māori, Rārite Mātaki. They circulated a copy of Mātauranga Māori that had 

been developed for Council officers to increase awareness and develop capability to 

engage with Māori, and give a basic understanding of Te Ao Māori.  

There would be a pilot programme to start at the end of January 2020, with the 

Council’s Executive Team members.  The induction programme for the new Council 

had elements of the programme included, however would be making the programme 

available to any councillors that wished to be part of the journey.  

Rārite then talked about the first triennial meeting that was scheduled for 31 

October 2019 and the plans for the pōwhiri for the new elected members.  

He sought guidance from the group about elements they may wish to have 

reconsidered and how best this could be done. He asked for feedback on who might 

be best suited to do the different parts – karanga, whaikōrero, whakahoki and also 

that Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū would be with us in the journey. The karanga was 

the key concern, Council welcoming and greeting, but there were overlaps with Te Ao 

Māori and sought guidance for managing those.  

Frances then outlined the induction plan for the new Council, which would start with 

an introduction for elected members to Te Ao Māori and tikanga to prepare them for 

the formal visit to Kauwhata. The visit to Kauwhata would include a workshop on Te 

Tiriti o Waitangi.  
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The first meeting of Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District Council would be held on 10 

December 2019 and all Councillors would be invited to attend that meeting as an 

opportunity for more introductions to members.  

The meeting adjourned 7.48pm and reconvened 8.01pm. 

NMT 19/289 REPORT BACK FROM TE KAUNIHERA WORKING GROUP 

It was noted that no meeting had been held in the prior week. 

NMT 19/290  PRINCIPAL ADVISER MĀORI - PROGRESS REPORT 

There were no additional updates to discuss. 

NMT 19/291 DISCUSSION POINT - UPDATE ON NATIONAL POLICY STATEMENT ON THE 

PROTECTION OF HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE LAND AND UPDATE ON NATIONAL 

POLICY STATEMENT ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

The General Manager – Community and Strategy, Brent Limmer gave a presentation 

updating members on the Government’s National Policy Statement on the Protection 

of Highly Productive Land.  There were concerns about highly productive land being 

swallowed up by housing and urban growth leading to the government’s desire to 

look at how to protect or manage that urban expansion by highlighting some of the 

importance of highly productive land and giving protection through the district and 

regional plans.  

He then spoke about the government’s proposed national policy statement on urban 

development which would give national direction under the Resource Management 

Act 1991 to help Councils make good decisions about making room for growth.  

He outlined some key topics which included good urban planning to make room for 

growth.  

NMT 19/292 DISCUSSION POINT - TE PŪTAHI – THE CONFLUENCE PROJECT 

The General Manager – Community and Strategy, Brent Limmer circulated a copy of 

a document “Te Pūtahi – the Confluence Cultural Impact Assessment Report.” This 

document was part of the analysis for the growth work they were doing and 

submitted it to the New Zealand Planning Institute’s awards and were successful 

winners of the category they were entered in. As a result they were prompted to 

enter the Commonwealth Association of Planners competition.  They had received 

notification that we had made the top 10 finalists for the award and the final 

decision would be made on 19 November at the Commonwealth Association of 

Planners meeting in Ghana this year.  

NMT 19/293 DISCUSSION POINT - INVITATION TO “MANAWATŪ’S FUTURE AS A VISITOR 

DESTINATION” ENGAGEMENT SESSION 

Members discussed the recent invitation from CEDA to attend an engagement 

session.  It was agreed that members would respond directly to the sender of the 

invitation.  
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NMT 19/294 DISCUSSION POINT - PŌWHIRI AND FORMAL ATTESTATIONS BY NEWLY 

ELECTED COUNCIL 

Thursday 31 October 2019, starts 7.00pm. 

NMT 19/295 DISCUSSION POINT - ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FROM MANAWATŪ DISTRICT 

COUNCIL FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ INPUT AND GUIDANCE 

The Chairperson Alison Short acknowledged this meeting as the final meeting of the 

triennium and as Chairperson she thanked all members for their guidance and 

support.  

“Kei taku rākau Taumatua, tū tonu. Kei ōna manu o onamata, kei ōna manu o mohoa 

nei, kei te mihi. Nōku te hōnore kia tū hei manu taiko kia kawe i te tīhau whakaāe mō 

te Wāri Māori. Ka moe te kōhanga, ka oho anō hei te wā tītoki. Tēnā koutou, tēnā 

koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.  

To my purpose that stands in this place, may you continue to stand firm. Those who 

have served previously, and those who serve now, I acknowledge you all. It has been 

my honour to serve as Chair and also my honour to carry the affirmative vote of the 

Council in support of a Māori Ward. For now, our Committee sleeps, and will awake 

again soon. I conclude with gratitude and acknowledgements to you all.” 

NMT 19/296 CONSIDERATION OF LATE ITEMS 

There were no late items for consideration. 

NMT 19/297 CLOSING KARAKIA 

Kipa Arapere provided a karakia whakamutunga to conclude the proceedings. 

NMT 19/298 MEETING CLOSURE 

The Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.44pm 

Approved and adopted as a true and correct record. 

CHAIRPERSON DATE 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE DATE 
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